Eurocup Beneteau First 31.7

Nieuwpoort , Belgium ,  3-6 juli 2008

VVW Nieuwpoort 

Notice of Race .

Preliminary edition

Location: North Sea , in front of Nieuwpoort (east or west)
Race Organisation : Vlaamse Vereniging voor Watersport , Nieuwpoort

1.The Rules 

 

1.1 The races will be governed by the following rules:
• The International Racing Rules of the I.S.A.F 2005-2008 and the prescriptions of the FRBY-KBYV.
• The ORC Special Regulations, Cat. 5, .
•The class prescriptions of the Dutch first 31.7 class rules with exceptions on measures of the sails .
All sails shall however , if not according to the dutch class rules , be within the IRC measurements.
• For the gentlemens class only , no rules are foreseen in relation to crewnumber, weight, measurement or number of sails , etc .
• The Additional Sailing Instructions.

1.2 Participating yachts will display from a backstay the event sponsor flag provided by the organization.

1.3 A yacht participating in a regatta must carry a sail number corresponding with the one of her measurement certificate or given by their respective national authority or federation. 
Belgian yachts participating in a regatta must carry a sail number issued by the FRYB-KBYV.

1.4 Between sunset and sunrise, the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (IRPCS) will replace the ISAF Rules. (http://www.mobilit.fgov.be/data/aqua/NL_REGL_IAZ.pdf)


1.5 When encountering other shipping than racing yachts, the IRPCS or the local rules shall be complied with.


2. Notice to competitors.


Notice to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located near to the race office (See Additional Sailing Instructions,), accordingly with International Code flag “L”, race office at the pyramid. 

3. Changes to Sailing Instructions

Any change to the Sailing Instructions will be posted before 08.00 on the day it will take effect, except that any change to the schedule of races will be posted by 20.00 on the day before it will take effect.

4. Signals made ashore


See Additional Sailing Instructions

5. Schedule of races

5.1  Racing Class

thursday 3rd  of july at 19.00 hrs :one up-down wind practice race , not to counted for the  championship

friday 4th of july:  up-down wind courses , first start 11.00 hrs (target minimum four races, back to back)
Saturday 5th of july: one race on up-down wind course , one offshore race. First start 1O.00 hrs 

Sunday 6th of july : up-down wind courses , first start 10.00 hrs , no start will be given after 15.00 hrs (target three races, back to back)
5.2 Gentlemen’s Class 

 The gentlemen’s class will be racing together with the racing class but will have a separate result. In the case of a sufficient number of participants in this class the race committee may consider a separate starting procedure.

6. The start

6.1 Races will be started by using RRS 26 

6.2 The starting line: See Additional Instructions

6.3 Yachts which preparatory signals have not been displayed shall keep clear on any point within 100 meters of the starting line when other yachts are starting. An infringing yacht protested by a “starting” yacht or by the Race Committee, can be penalized with 20% of the total number of yachts starting and a minimum of three places.

6.4 In addition to RRS 29.1, the Race Committee may announce individual recalls on VHF, using the words “X-Ray”. Individual recall details such as “Sail numbers” and/or “Yachts names” may subsequently be given, but not necessarily immediately after the start. It remains the individual responsibility of a yacht to start correctly under RRS 29.1 and RRS 30.1.

6.5 In addition to RRS 29.2, the Race Committee may also announce general recalls on VHF, using the words “General recall”.

6.6 A yacht starting later than 15 minutes after her starting signal will be scored Did Not Start. This changes rule A4.

7. Change of the course

7.1 To change the next leg of the course, the Race Committee will lay a new mark (or move the finishing line) and remove the original mark as soon as practicable. When in a subsequent change a new mark is replaced, it will be replaced by an original mark.


8. The finish

8.1 The finishing line (See Additional Sailing lnstructions)
9. RRS 42.1 will be applied.
As foreseen in the Fundamental Rule of the I. S.A.F (assistance) or to recover a person who fell overboard, the RRS 42.3(f) (propulsion) allows using the engine of other means of propulsion. Such an incident must be declared at the finish of the race and shall be reported on the race declaration.
In case of unforeseen circumstances, a yacht may be in a position whereby she is bound to use the engine or other means of propulsion, so as not to infringe in International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (IRPCS) or the governing right-of-way rules applicable to the area. Such an incident must be reported on the race declaration. 

1O. Time limit
See Additional Sailing Instructions

11. Protests and requests for redress

11.1 Protests shall be written on forms available at the regatta offices and lodged before the end of the protest time. The time limit for lodging protests for all classes will be 60 minutes after the last boat of the last class finishes. This time will be posted at the official notice board.

11.2 The jury will hear protests as soon as possible, approximately in order of reception. Parties involved in protests (including witnesses) shall remain in the vicinity of the Jury room until the protest has been heard. After the final race on the last day of a regatta, protest which may affect the awarding of a prize will be heard as soon as possible after they are lodged. Protests which do not affect the awarding of a prize may be heard after the prize giving ceremony, at the discretion of the Jury.

11.3 For the purpose of RRS 66, the time limit will be 30 minutes after the hearing of the last protest of the series concerned.

11.4 A notice, posted on the official notice board before the end of protest time shall be deemed to comply with RRS 61.1(b). By display of such notice, competitors shall be considered adequately informed of a protest by the Race Committee of the Jury.

12. Scoring system

12.1During these event, the ranking for each individual race will be made boat for boat , no handicap rules are to be followed .
12.2The “Low Point scoring system” Appendix A4 of RRS ISAF will be applying one discard possible.However , the result of the offshore race cannot be discarded and will count for 1,5 points  while each up and downwind race will be counted at a factor 1,0. 

13. Safety regulations

13.1 A yacht which retires must immediately show her national flag and report ASAP to the Race Committee.

13.2 Before the first warning signal of the fist race of the day, each yacht will pass the startboard end extension of the starting line within 2 boats lengths of the Race Committee signal boat. If a breakwater is used as a signaling platform, yachts shall pass the breakwater at a recognizable distance. Each yacht shall have her sail number acknowledged by the Race Committee.

13.3 A yacht finishing after sunset shall report upon arrival to the Race Committee by VHF on channel 72.

14. Replacement of crew of equipment

See Additional Sailing Instructions.

15. Equipment and measurement checks

15.1 The race committee may execute a safety inspection on any yacht at any moment before or after the races.

15.2 The number of sails is limited .

One mainsail is allowed during the event .

Three headsails can be used during the event , and one storm headsail.

One headsail measuring more than 100% is allowed (LPG>350)

Two symmetrical spinnakers are allowed .No other headsails are allowed .

In case of serious damage , changes can only be made with agreement of the race jury . 

All sails must will bare an official stamp of the organising committee. 

15.3 The number of crew is limited to maximum seven people , their total  weight is maximum  550 kg This will be checked on registration .

Changing the number of crew is not allowed during the championship without permission of the race committee.

15.4The decklayout of the yacht and the rigging must be  according to the original set-up , as proposed by Bénéteau , with modifications allowed by the Dutch First 31.7 Class. These rules are in ATT.1.

15.5 No parts of the interior must be omitted , eg all original cushions , table , doors  , batteries etc . must be in their original position .

16. Official boats

16.1 Official boats will display an orange flag.

16.2 Jury boats will display a flag or pennant with the letter “J”, the letters “U” or the word “JURY”.

16.3 Yachts shall keep clear and actions of official boats shall not be ground for redress.

16.4 In circumstances of commercial traffic, either before, during or after the race, directions given by official boats to the competitors shall be followed and immediately executed.

17. Support boats 

See Additional Sailing Instructions.

18. Haul-out restrictions

It is not allowed to haul the boat out of the water during racing days without permission of the race comittee.

19. Diving equipments and plastic pools
It is not allowed to use diving equipment , nor plastic pools nearby the yacht without permission of the race committee 
20. Radio Communications

2O.1 A yacht shall neither make radio transmissions while racing nor receive radio communications not available to all yachts. The use of Mobile telephones is only allowed if not in infringement with RRS 41 (outside assistance).

20.2 The VHF channel used for information by the Race Committee: See Additional Sailing instructions. Yachts are not allowed to transmit on this channel except in an
emergency and to report retirement.

2O.3 When sailing in the harbour of Nieuwpoort and  the harbour approaches  either before, during and after the race, yachts equipped with VHF shall keep a continuous listening watch on the appropriate channels.

21. Fees 

An entry fee of 280 € , including mooring fees from Monday 30th of june until Friday 11th july, happy hours  offered by the organisation on friday and dinner party for seven persons, Saturday another happy hour offered by the organisation with french-fries for all crews with dj-set, practise race on Thursday and three days of competition.

is to be payed by making a money order to  
 Nieuwpoortweek vzw

Account NR. 474-1121071-79

Address : KBC Bank - Marktstraat 48,

B-8620 Nieuwpoort

BIC: KBC Bank: KREDBEBB.

IBAN NR: BE58 4741 1210 7179
On registation following documents must be presented 

Sailing Licence as needed by own national authority 

Crew list 

Insurance cover 

Copy of measurement certificate for Dutch  Yachts 

Signed copy of registration document

Signed document of disclaiming liability 

A souvenir will be given to every crewmember taking part in the First Bénéteau First 317 Euro cup.

The secretarie of the organising club can arrange hotel services at your simple demand .As the date of the championship is well in high season , it is advised to make arrangements as soon as possible . A listing hotels and other facilities will be available on the site.
22. Prizes

22.1 The final prizegiving ceremony of the Eurocup will be held as soon as possible after the last race on sunday .

21.2 All yachts will receive a price. Prizes will not be delivered to owners who are not present during the prize giving ceremony.

21.3Special prices are foreseen for yachts racing in the ‘gentlemen’s class’.

22. Disclaimer of liability

Owners or skippers are responsible for any loss, damage, injury, death included, or inconvenience to their yachts or persons. They are to take into consideration the degree of training of their crew and the material state of their yacht. Only at such time, are they to decide to enter the regatta depending on the weather, the sea state and the weather forecast.

23. Insurance
Each participating boats shall be insured with a valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover of 681.000.€ for the event .
 
24. Berthing facilities
Free moorings are foreseen between monday , 30 june and friday 11th of July. For berthing facilities, including free berthing arrangements. The instructions of the harbour masters must be strictly followed. 

 25. Event Sponsor Advertising
All the events shall rank as category “C”. The flag of the main sponsor shall be        prominently displayed from a backstay, according to Appendix I section 20.3.2(b)
26.Right of using name and picture 

All pictures , films and other data taken during the regatta are free of use to anyone .

27. Other information 

All furher enquiries can be made by making contact with the organising committee: info@vvwnieuwpoort.be

